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faithful comrade, in whose final victory the sole chance of
French freedom lay, and lies.
" As the whole House will remember, we offered to give
full release to the French from their Treaty obligations,
although these were designed for precisely the case which
arose, on one condition, namely, that the French fleet
should be sailed for British harbours before the separate
armistice negotiations with the enemy were complete. This
was not done. On the contrary, in spite of every kind
of private and personal promise and assurance given by
Admiral Darlan to the First Lord and to his naval colleague
the First Sea Lord of the British Admiralty, an armistice
was signed which was bound to place the French fleet as
effectively in the power of Germany and its Italian follower
as that portion of the French fleet was placed in our power
when many of them, being unable to reach African ports,
came into the harbours of Portsmouth and Plymouth about
ten days ago. Thus I want to place on record that what
might have been a mortal injury was done to us by the
Bordeaux Government with full knowledge of the conse-
quences and of our dangers, and after rejecting all our
appeals at the moment when they were abandoning the
Alliance and breaking the engagements which fortified it."
On June 22nd, General Huntziger, by order of the
Bordeaux Government, put the signature of France, whose
representative he was, at the foot of the armistice con-
ditions imposed by the German Government.
The armistice signed, the British Ambassador no longer
had anything to do in Bordeaux. When he announced
his impending departure, the Minister for Foreign Affairs
pretended to be astonished. " Why is the British, Ambas-
sador going away ? " he asked with that innocent choirboy
air which be occasionally affects. " France and England
are not at war."
" No," was the answer, " But England is at war with
Germany and Italy. The greater part of France is occupied
by Germany and Italy, and, in those territories which are
not, she is tributary and dependent/'